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THE SCHOLAR 
PROLOGUE 
“The learner always begins by finding fault, but the scholar sees the 
positive merit in everything.” 
GEORG WILHELM FRIEDRICH HEGEL [1770-1831] 
Philosopher with the School of post-Kantian German Idealism, which 
perceives God as “Absolute Spirit”, the ultimate reality we come to 
know through pure thought processes alone. Hegel’s metaphysics 
embraced the idea of historical development as progress, a concept 
appropriated and corrupted by 20th Century totalitarianism. 
 
 
 
TO WRESTLE WITH THE VERY CORE OF HISTORY 
TO PRISE OPEN AN UNYELDING HUMAN MYSTERY 
TO LEAD TRUTH-SEEKERS IN PATHS TROD ONLY BY THE WISE 
TO FIND WHAT SHINING INTUITION SHOWS ONLY TO SIGHTLESS 
EYES 
 
 
 
 
 
 2 | P a g e  
 
CANTO ONE –  
POLITICAL SCIENCE/POLITICA SCIENTIA/POLITIKWISSENSCHAFT 
 
My discipline is the troubled field of Politics 
What the great German statesman Bismarck called “the art of the 
possible” 
I seek a knowledge heavily linked to descriptive ethics 
Shaped and moulded always by what is practicable 
 
I am centrally concerned with the 
essence of power 
Its being, its nature, its exercise, its 
forms 
A concept rendered by the image of 
a high control tower 
A procedure which defines and 
shapes accepted norms 
 
A force which is both the servant and the master 
The instrument of both ways and means 
A process leading to either triumph or disaster 
A procedure setting forth compelled routines 
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CANTO TWO: 
TRUTH/FIDES/RICHTIGKEIT 
 
Where is the attribute of Truth? 
It is in the gracious smile of a woman by 
love smitten 
Full of the timeless joy of youth 
A guarantee by sacred promise 
underwritten 
 
It lives in the hearts of all who practise 
purity 
An ethical power unstoppable by nature 
In human dealings there is no greater surety 
A pledged return for any devoutly earnest wager 
 
It brings restorative light to the forlornly lost 
And stalwart hope to the oppressed and downtrodden 
It gently calms the cruelly tempest-tossed 
And remits stout dignity to the scorned forgotten 
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CANTO THREE: 
COMMERCE/COMMERCIORUM/HANDEL 
 
The world’s three largest economies on us depend 
To provide for their use abundant raw materials 
Willingly they pay us the $135 billion they have to spend 
Solid payment for iron and coal - a sum not at all ethereal 
 
Wealth begets wealth as the saying 
goes 
Funding hospitals, universities and 
pensions 
Through trade alone two million 
Australian jobs repose 
With none who dare to squabble 
over such vital dimensions 
 
World commerce makes up one fifth of our economy 
Amounting to $552 billion – a massive financial quantum 
Purchasing for us our comfort and autonomy 
Providing for us our communal summum bonum 
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CANTO FOUR: 
KNOWLEDGE/SCIENTIA/WISSEN 
 
Being the body of truth and 
information pertaining to all 
humanity 
Knowledge invites us, through 
cognition, to realize ourselves 
Impelling and guiding us, by reason, to stable sanity 
Determining our norms, our laws, our beliefs and our imperatives 
 
Acquiring such riches is based on experience and on association 
With the learned who teach us at colleges in the Oxbridge fashion 
The wise who pass on their secrets through quiet inculcation 
Based on years of focused erudition and studious passion 
 
Yet Life itself is the great illumination 
The meaning of which must be rigorously sought 
Through patient cultivation and reasoned derivation 
Concentrated within a free-ranging train of thought 
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CANTO FIVE: 
PEACE/PAX/FRIEDEN 
 
Through quiet tranquillity in the 
presence of God 
We find peace, as Tolstoy taught, 
through mutual pardon 
No longer dominating, oppressing or riding roughshod 
But adopting tolerant acceptance like blooms in a cultivated garden 
 
We also know peace through harmony in personal relations 
As in the African proverb, peace is costly but worth the expense 
We should overcome recrimination through reconciliation 
And replace hostile enmity with balanced commonsense 
 
Peace too is seen in mutual concord between nation states 
Though, as Aristotle warned, victory is lost if peace is not designed – 
Made by those who become the greats 
Through law, through policy, through treaty fully enshrined. 
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CANTO SIX: 
FREEDOM/LIBERTAS/FREIHEIT 
 
Freedom consists of the power to order one’s own deeds: 
As Epictetus wrote, freedom is the right to live as we wish 
A capability which no external force impedes 
A mightiness no regime has the right to abolish 
 
Freedom takes form 
also where one is 
under no restraints 
To have, as Milton 
asked, the liberty to 
argue freely by 
conscience 
A liberty to live, to 
think and to speak without determinants 
 To enact and to enjoy one’s own ebullience 
 
The free also possess a quality of being outspokenly frank 
As Seneca observed, he who is brave is free 
Combat fighters no would-be superior can outrank 
Plain speakers whose courage is not silenced by arbitrary decree 
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TO WRESTLE WITH THE VERY CORE OF HISTORY 
TO PRISE OPEN AN UNYIELDING HUMAN MYSTERY 
TO LEAD TRUTH-SEEKERS IN PATHS TROD ONLY BY THE WISE 
TO FIND WHAT SHINING INTUITION SHOWS ONLY TO SIGHTLESS 
EYES 
          
EPIEEPILOGUE 
“By the worldly standards of public life, all scholars in their work are 
of course oddly virtuous. They do not make wild claims, they do not 
cheat, they do not try to persuade at any cost, they appeal neither to 
prejudice nor to authority, they are often frank about their own 
ignorance, their disputes are fairly decorous, they do not confuse 
what is being argued with race, politics, sex or age, they listen 
patiently to the young and to the old who both know everything. 
These are the general virtues of scholarship, and they are peculiarly 
the virtues of science.” 
JACOB BRONOWSKI [1908-1974] 
Polish-Jewish-British Mathematician, Historian of Science and Poet.  
Doctoral Graduate of the University of Cambridge [1935] in Field of 
Algebraic Mathematics 
Holder of University Half-Blue for Chess Playing.  
Put under Surveillance by MI5 as a suspected “security risk.” 
Subsequently taught in the United States of America. 
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JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU [1712-1778] 
Swiss – French Philosopher of the ‘Social Contract’ Theoretical 
School. Propounder of the principle of the sovereignty of the ‘general 
will.’ Major Contributor to the 18th Century Enlightenment and 
prominent influence on the French Revolution.  
